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The Wapiti Ski Hill is a favourite area of mine to venture 
outdoors and enjoy the scenery. It is a place where 
grass grows, the wind blows, birds sing and gophers 
squeak. As well, deer graze, bears roam and cougars 
prey. Of my many outings to the area, I have been lucky 
enough to avoid encounters with predators, but with 
remnants of animal carcasses often scattered across the 
hill, it is a grim reminder that this is nature and danger 
lurks, so I carry pepper spray and a hunting knife for 
protection. 

Of all the places in Elkford, and regardless of the 
seasons, this place has become a place for walking, 
hiking, running and skiing, and more importantly, a place 
to hang out and be in touch with nature. These activities 
give me a sense of fun and excitement right in my own 
backyard. At times I am fortunate enough to take my 
neighbourôs dog Cassidy for a walk up the hill during the 
spring and summer, where he amuses himself seeking 
out the rodents that come out of their burrows to whistle. 
Every now and then throughout the seasons, I encounter 
other hikers who use the hill for the same purpose as I 
do, recreational fun. 

In the winter, as the snow starts to accumulate, my 
excitement intensifies and warrants an early hike to the 
top of the mountain for a ski run down the slopes. If I am 
lucky enough to be the early bird, I get to take the first 
run down the hill before opening season, but this year, 
someone else carved tracks in the snow before me. 

This is a place that, through volunteer work, 
community involvement and corporate aid from the coal 
mines, all of those connected to the ski hill in one way or 
another reap the benefits of what the hill has to offer. 
Skiers call the hill paradise, hikers call it natureôs best, 
locals just refer to it as the ski hill, while newcomers call 
it a jewel in this small community. 
Venture up there sometime and youóll see. There is 

calmness and serenity in the air, the wind blows, the 
birds sing and I hike up to enjoy the beauty of the land. 

 
Photos & Article by Eriki Filipe 

Wapiti Ski Hill: A Place For All Seasons 
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TOLL FREE NUMBER:  1 888 425 2855  

Are you Single? 
 

No, it isnôt a pick-up line. This question is important at Tax Time. 
Some find that Marital Status question very hard to answer. Regardless of how tricky it is, the Canada Revenue 

Agency (CRA) believes they have a right to know. Itôs not that they care about the intimate details of your bedroom, but 
some tax credits and government money is given out based on the answers given on family situation. And the CRA 
doesnôt stop there. If they later suspect that money was given out in error, they have no guilt in asking for it all back, with 
interest. 

When your tax preparer asks your marital status, it is not for romantic interest, also not because the tax preparer is an 
óagentô of the government trying to gain evidence of possible deception. Your tax preparer wants to make sure you get all 
the benefits you can, without any risk of you having to pay it back 

The HST cheque that low-income taxpayers receive every 3 months is based on household income. The monthly 
child tax benefit (CTB) is also based on household income, age, and number of children. A tax refund can include credits 
such as a spousal amount and child amounts. Traditional married couples make it easy to determine. But alternate family 
arrangements can cause confusion. CRA has tried to come up with definitions to keep everything fair. Who can 
understand all those complicated rules? A taxpayer must claim they are in a common-law relationship after 12 months of 
living together. But, if a child is living with either partner, then they are common-law from the day they move in together. If 
either partner receives HST or CTB they should let the government know of changes, filling out a Marital Status Change 
form. 

There are different rules if a single parent uses a child as an eligible dependent to lower their taxes. Again, more 
definitions, more stipulations, before a taxpayer can qualify for this credit. It is nice that Revenue Canada gives single 
parents and those with low-income a break with their taxes, but quite devastating when the money is owed back. It may 
take a few years, but CRA continually reviews whether people qualify for various benefits. 

Pre-conceptions about marital status and the tax rules are prevalent. Often taxpayers tell me that they ófile separatelyô 
and feel they do not need to claim their partner. Yes, everyone must send in a separate tax return. But Revenue Canada 
links the returns of husband and wife to determine household income. If you qualify for a benefit or credit based on 
household income it is best to give the required information about your spouse and their income. 
Another statement I often hear is óbut I claim single at work. I donôt need to mention my partner for taxesô. Wrong. 

Filling out the TD1 for work is only a tool to help payroll determine the amount of taxes to withhold from your paycheque. 
People often suggest that by claiming ósingleô (or claiming only the basic personal amount of $10,527) then you are 
guaranteed a higher tax refund. This form is not used by CRA to prove marital status. 

So, make sure you answer this question properly. 
Jeanette 

 

Ask us about our  
same day tax refund  

 
Basic Personal Tax re-

turns  
starting @ $60.00  

 

Open year round to 
serve you better  

 
Please call office for 

hours of service  
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3rd Annual Pool Retreat 
 

Ladies wandering around in swimsuits, beautifully wrapped in tropical 
skirts, the smell of massage oils and scented candles in the air. A beach 
scene in Maui maybe? Noðthis was the Elkford Aquatic centre staging 
their 3rd Annual Retreat, with each year ñtoppingò the last one.  
A big thank you and ñwell doneò to Judy Zimmer, and I am sure, many 

other staff members from the different departments of the District of 
Elkford, who helped Judy create a fun evening that let us escape the 
snow and minus degrees Celsius weather outside. Not to mention 
temperatures rising inside during the wonderful male synchronized 
swimming display. Although some of these male performers were heavily 
disguised, looking a little closer, one would see that these performers 
were all local guys!  

From entering the Pool at 6:45 pm until leaving with a delightfully 
confident designated driver around 10:00 pm, we had a wonderful time. 
Keep up the good work Aquatic Centre. A ñBIGò THANK YOU from all the 
ladies who attended this wonderful evening. 

Wendy Ellis 
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NEED A NEW LIFE? GOD ACCEPTS 
TRADE-INS... 

Join us at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2700 Balmer Drive  

across from Rocky Mountain Elementary School 
 Sunday service at 4:00 pm 

 

Need to talk to a Pastor?  Call toll free 1-866-426-7564 
 

check out our website at  www.eklutheran.ca or 
www.haveyoueverwondered.ca 

Gary Grieser of the Elkford Lion's Club presents a cheque to 
Rocky Mountain Elementary School Principal, Shirley McGale. 
The cheque, in the amount of $1,500. will help finance the 
school's many spring field trips. We were informed it allows for 
every student to attend a field trip. 

 

Peter Schwab, from the Elkford Lion's Club, 
presents a donation cheque for $500. to the Elkford 
Scouts, at the same time Scout Leader, John 
Ashbridge, presents Peter Schwab with a Certificate 
of Appreciation to the Elkford Lionôs Club. Not only is 
this certificate for the cash donation, but also for all 
the recyclable bottles and cans which are also 
donated to the Scouts from the Elkford Campground 
which is run by the Elkford Lion's Club. 

 

Thanks to all who participated in the St Bernard Valentine 
Spagetti meal fundraiser 
With the gracious donation of labour and cost from Donald 
Currie, we were able to change our furnace to a more 
efficient model. 

 

http://www.eklutheran.ca
http://www.haveyoueverwondered.ca
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For all your investments and lending needs, 
 call your local Financial Services Officer 

 

Registered Massage Therapy Available 
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We, the Forsyth family, would like to thank the 
community for the donations we received in the New 
Yearôs Baby Basket. The overwhelming generosity is a 
true testament to the value of small town living. As well, 
thank you to Becky Andrusiak and Mandy McGregor for 
their efforts in organizing and presenting it. The 
donations will go a long way to ensuring baby Kayda's 
future. 
 

Dylan, Erica, Carmyn and Kayda Snow Forsyth 

Thank You 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their prayers and 
support during Kyleôs hospital stay. He is doing much 
better now. 
Special thanks to the Lionôs Club, the Elk Valley 

Congregational Church, and others for your kind 
donations. Thanks also to Mark and Anita for your time 
and doughnut donations, and to Louise Wright for 
organizing the kids. Thanks as well to anyone we 
missed.  Finally, a HUGE thank you to the Grade 5 and 
Grade 7 classes for your amazing thoughtfulness. You 
all TOTALLY ROCK! 
 

The Clerihew Family 



9 

Elk Valley Congregational Church 
 

This is the time of year when curling becomes very interesting in our household. Not that either of us are down 
at the rink throwing stones, but the TV is broadcasting the Scot Tournament of Hearts and before long the Brier 
will be on.  

As I was watching, I realized that all of us can learn something from the game. We can actually put into our 
Christian life what we see exhibited in this game.  
1. To curl at a high level of expertise we must be committed. In my daily life I must be committed to follow 

Christ and be obedient to Him.  
2.  Following commitment the curlers need to study the game. Listening to the commentators on TV, one 

realizes that they have studied all aspects of the game, not just knowing what the final score ends up being. 
As Christians we must study the Word, we need to understand why the Bible was written and the 
implications for our lives.  

3. The curlers practice and practice and practice. We as Christians need to put into practice what we learn and 
study. The ten commandments are not suggestions but we often treat them as only suggestions. We are 
encouraged to share our faith but many people seem very content to say, ñI know Jesus and know I am 
going to heaven so no need for me to practice sharing His Truth with anyone else.ò Jesusô last command to 
us was to ñGo and make disciples of all nations....ò Matthew 28:19. This statement does not leave us with 
the option of putting our faith in our back pocket and sitting on it!  

4. Be prepared. Curlers have practiced day after day and know what to do with certain shots. They have set up 
certain scenarios and tried to make the shot they need. For us we need to be prepared as Paul wrote to 
Timothy, ñ ...Be prepared in season and out: correct, rebuke, and encourage--- with great patience and 
careful instruction.ò 2Timothy 4:2 Also in 1Peter 3:15 we are told, Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect, ñBoth quotes from the NIV Bible  

Over the next few weeks as you actually play the game of curling or you watch it on the TV  
ask yourselves what this game can show you in regards to how to live your life. Are you  
committed, willing to study, then practice in preparation for the race in life we are all running.  
Have a great month.  
God Bless  
Pastor Kay  
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Winners of the RMES Science Fair are:  
 
Top 5 Primary Projects: Brayden Sorensen (Fossils), 
Tanner Barclay (Battery Power), Gracie Beranek & 
Chloe Hannan (Growing Crystals), Kyle Klein (Solar 
System), Michiel Spittael (Rainbow).  
 
Top 5 Grade 4 Projects: Tessa Alexander & 
Savannah Crawford (Anatomy of a Horse), Evan 
Publicover & Dawson Wells (DNA), Thomas Gold 
(Investigating Wind Power), Taeler Kniert & Sydney 
Hubbard (Cool Crystals) and Beth Matsen & Grace 
Bohn (Avalanches).  
 
Top 5 Grade 5 Projects: Brea McCormack (Erosion), 
Olivia Sword (Pine Beetles), Stephanie Alexander 
(Avalanches), Kayla Norgate (Rocks, Minerals & 
Fossils) and Danya Truscott-Plitt (Bengal Cats). 
 
Top Grade 6 Projects: Dana Barclay (All Fumed Up), 
Kyle Klippenstein (Biomass to Biogas), Jacey 
Hargreaves & Jenna Diederich (Elephant Toothpaste), 
Triston Hooper (Baking Soda Itôs the Bomb) and Sarah 
Bohn (How Much Vitamin).  
 

Congratulations All!! 
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The Rocky Mountain Elementary School Science Fair was 
held January 26

th
 and 27

th
. Day one saw the primary 

students displaying their projects for judging, with the 
intermediate studentsô projects on display the second day. 
The projects were very creative, innovative, well-
displayed and the students knew their topics. The judging 
was difficult as the students had set the bar very high with 
the quality of the projects presented. 

Thank you to all of the judges who assisted in the 
difficult yet most enjoyable task of judging. Also a huge 
thank you to the Organizing Committee, Karen Alexander, 
Louise Wright, Mrs. J. Scott, Teralie McCormack and 
Donna Barclay,  

The Regional Science Fair was held in Cranbrook at 
the College of the Rockies on February 23, 2011. 
 

Photos and Article by Norma Everett 

Rocky Mountain Elementary School Science Fair 
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AGNES CREEK TRADING 

Reno   Decks   Flooring 
Handyman Projects 

Call Jack  Cell: 425-5327  
865-7221 

Grade 7 ï Honor Roll 
Atherton, Dylan 
Barclay, Sarah 
Bowen, Aniessa 
Bullock, Zachary 
Canlas, Cruz 
Everett-Kenny, Tate 
Finlay, Kaelyn 
Frenks, Brandon 
Fuster, Courtnie 
Gold, David 
Joshi, Rudra 
Klein, Nicole 
Maartman, Maygen 
Mayne, C.J. 
OôSullivan, Joel 
Parker, Kayla 
Ratudradra, Alisi 
Regier, Alana 
Rookes, Dan 
Schultz, Sierra 
Smithies, Donovan 
Spittael, Stijn 
Takenaka, Elli 
Thies, Cassidy 
Thompson, Brayden 
Windler, James 
Wright, Russel 
 
Grade 10 ï Honor Roll 
Abar, Colin 
Bauer, Shaelan 
Betz, Christopher 
Canlas, Jadon 
Conibear, Maggie 
Fairbairn, Jamie 
Huisman, April 
Mildenberger, Corissa 
Paton, Taryn 
Ratudradra, Lewai 
Rookes, Nic 
Standish, Brian 
Takenaka, Scott 
Thompson, Sydney 
Wurmlinger, Shelby 
 
 

Grade 8 ï Honor Roll 
Atherton, Jacob 
Atherton, Tyler  
Batchelor, Skye 
Dean, Reese 
Fisher, Fred 
Gamache, Michelle 
Greer, Heather 
Hubbard, Samuel 
Klippenstein, Anna 
Lamabe, Jodi 
Marcinkiw, Kacey 
Mudge, Morgan 
Ratudradra, William 
Sewell, Tayler 
Tremblay, Sacha 
Tuusa, Christopher 
Windler, Thai-Lynn 
Wurmlinger, Taylor 
Honorable Mention 
Sedrovic, Lindsy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 11 ï Honor Roll 
Cruz, Amanda 
Culver, Courtney 
Gray, Bree 
Haugo, Brandon 
Hilton, Connor 
Jonasson, Brittney 
Jonasson, Courtney 
Luoma, Dayton 
MacGregor, Alysia 
Nixon, Megan 
Ooms, Samantha 
Pare, Jacob 
Parker, Jessalyn 
Regular, Nancy 
Varney, Carissa 
Wilson, Dara 
Wray, Erica 

Grade 9-Honor Roll 
Barclay, Logan 
Beard, Drew 
Boyle, Kayla 
Bridgewater, Bradley 
Bullock, Rachael 
Coutts, Jessie 
Fisher, Nicole 
Frenks, Meaghan 
Gold, Lorraine 
Hubbard, Bailey 
Huisman, Josh 
Inman, Emma 
MacPherson, Chiara 
McHarg, Madison 
McLean, Morgan 
Nixon, Cassandra 
Regier, Courtney 
Rogers, Kayla 
Sandhu, Manjinder 
Sillers, Mika 
Steinke, Hannah 
Varney, Danielle 
Wildeman, Anna 
Honorable Mention 
French, Peter 
 
 
 
Grade 12-Honor Roll 
Arola, Brooke 
Batchelor, Darsey 
Bauer, Kenzie 
Betz, Emily 
Huisman, Zachary 
Maartman, Scott 
McArthur, Victoria 
Ratudradra, Voni 
Regier, Mitchell 
Smith, Rowan 

Elkford Secondary School Honor Roll 
2nd Reporting Period 
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Mountain Meadows Golf Club  

Annual Spring Meeting 

March 27, 2011  

at 11:00 a.m. 

in the Club House  

Hope to see you there! 
 

We are also looking for Pro-Shop Staff  
Please forward your resume to: 
P.O. Box 190 Attention: Stacie 
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50 + Club 
 

Happy Valentines Seniors! Love is in the air. Take the time to tell your loved ones how much they mean to you, not just 
on Valentines day but every day of year. A big Valentine hug to all those members that volunteered in the concession 
food tent for the dog sled races. You did a terrific job.  

Tuesday February 1
st

 meeting of the month was a regular get together. We usually play crib, scrabble, darts or  
games on the Wii console. However this meeting we decided to spice up our lives a bit, live on the edge, and play a 
variety of different board games. The one that was the most popular was called Headbands. We enjoyed cookies and a 
warm beverage and a lot of good-natured teasing. Tuesday Feb 8 was a regular get together. We played games and had 
coffee and tea. A crib tutorial was given for the up-coming tournament in March. February 15

th 
being the third Tuesday of 

the month is our regular business meeting, but it was also our Annual General Meeting. We discussed old and new 
business, The Treasurer gave her financial report. Then the fun began as it was time to elect an executive panel for the 
upcoming year. I am pleased to report that of the out going executive committee, three out of four were reelected.  
Reelected, Jan Dortman, President; newly elected, Marilyn Barnes, Vice President; reelected, Ellie Grieser, Treasurer 
and reelected Monica McClain, who moved from Vice President to Secretary. Gail Cartier the out-going Secretary 
resigned her position due to other commitments. Thanks Gail for all your hard work and dedication. Congratulations to all, 
we look forward to another successful year with you at the helm. The monthly door prize was drawn and presented to a 
lucky member. Then we got down to the business of consuming our hot dogs and potato chips with gusto. While the hot 
dogs were being served up we had a special visitor. Bo Bo the Clown dropped by and gave all our members heart shaped 
valentine cookies which was a delightful surprise for everyone. We enjoyed stimulating conversation and camaraderie, 
and then it was time to part ways.  

    Tuesday February 22 the regular meeting was 
cancelled due to the fact that we planned a 
Spaghetti dinner that evening. The Italian Bistro 
themed dinner was a great hit. The tables were set 
with a Bistro street atmosphere with Italian music 
playing softly in the background. The spaghetti was 
topped off with a delicious tomato meat sauce and 
a sprinkle of Parmesan cheese to give it that real 
authentic Italian flavor. The accoutrements of 
Caesar Salad, dinner rolls and beverage helped to 
set the mood. If you closed your eyes you could 
just imagine being at an Italian outdoor Bistro. To 
top off the wonderful dinner there was a beautiful 
Italian dessert. Everyone who came had a most 
bodacious time. Thanks to all the great chefs for 
the wonderful meal. 
    Please remember that Membership dues are 
now payable, please give your five dollars to Ellie 

for the up-coming year. Just a reminder that 50/50 tickets will be available for purchase until the annual summer picnic at 
which time it will be drawn. 
 

50+ Club Members March schedule is as follows: 
Tuesday March 1

st
 regular get together, come out enjoy a cup of coffee, tea and a cookie. Play games or partake in 

the crib tutorial which will be given at the meeting. Whatever you decide to do, we will have a pleasurable afternoon. 
Tuesday March 8

th
 Hip Hip Hooray itôs in-house bingo day, members only. So come on out all you guys and gals 

as it is sure to be a lot of fun. 
Tuesday March 15

th
 being the 3

rd
 Tuesday of the month. This is our regular business meeting. Old and new business 

will be discussed. The Treasurer will give her financial statement at that time. Once all the business is concluded we will 
enjoy hot dogs and birthday cake. One lucky member will walk away with the monthly door prize.  

Tuesday March 22
nd

 regular get together. Come out and enjoy a warm beverage, good conversation and play 
games. This will be the last tutorial given for crib before the big tournament.  

Tuesday March 29
th

 regular meeting. Come out and take part in the big crib tournament. For those that do not want 
to play there will be other games available. Enjoy a warm beverage and cookies and a nice sociable afternoon with other 
fellow members. 

Until we meet again next month, all you seniors out there be safe. 
Marilyn Barnes 

 

The Elkford 50+ Club meets every Tuesday from 1pm-3pm at the Union Hall. New members welcome. 
Membership fee is $5.00 yearly. Drop-ins welcome. 

Bo Bo the Clown (Marilyn Barnes, Vice President), Monica McClain (Secretary), Jan 
Dortman (President), Ellie Grieser (Treasurer). Executive Committee for 2011 
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Phone: 250-865-2912 
Fax: 250-865-2460 
Email: elkfordlibrary 

@yahoo.ca 
www.elkfordlibrary.org 

P.O. Box 280 
816 Michel Road 

Elkford, B.C.  V0B 1H0 

Business Hours 
Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Thursday and Friday 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm 

Saturday 
12:00 to 5:00 pm 

Sunday and Monday 
closed 

We want to read your youthful take on life, so the Elkford Public Library is holding a Youths' Writing Contest. First and 
Second prizes will be chosen in 5 grade categories. Grab your keyboard, pencil or pen and tell us a story. 

 

Prizes! 
  

Grade Categories: 
Kindergarten - Grade 2 

Grade 3 - 4 
Grade 5 - 6 
Grade 7 - 8 
Grade 9 - 12 

  
Deadline: May 14th, 2011 

  
For more information, call the library at 865-2912 

or visit us at our webpage: http://www.elkfordlibrary.org 


