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The Elkford Focus wishes our readers  a safe and happy holiday season.  
Thank you to all our volunteers, advertisers, and contributors  

who make this paper possible.  
 

The next issue of the Focus comes out at the end of January . 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year  
to the residents of Elkford and our friends far and wide  

from the Board and Staff of the  
 Elkford Public Library.  

The Elkford Public Library will be closed from December 23rd to January 2nd.  
We will resume our regular hours on January 3rd, 2012.  
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to focus@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the Library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the Library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste or discriminating beliefs. The Focus 
is published on the web and may be accessed and searched by 
anyone. We are not responsible for any unauthorized use of 
submitted information. Copyright of all material remains with the 
author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Race Trac Gas/Daybreak Caf® 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kappôs Pizza House 
Kootenay Market 
General Store 
Elkford Public Library 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

District of Elkford Council 
 

The following incumbents have been re-elected to the District of Elkford Council by acclamation  
for the 2011ð2014 term: 

 
Dean McKerracher, Mayor 
Walter Conibear, Councillor 
Mandy McGregor, Councillor 
Shelly McLean, Councillor 
Craig Robinson, Councillor 
Ken Wildeman, Councillor 
Joe Zarowny, Councillor 

 
Curtis Helgesen was elected School Trustee by acclamation. 
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Thank you to all who helped! 
 

The Elkford Public Library would like to thank everyone who helped during our recent renovation. We never would 
have been able to do it without you. 
 

We would like to thank the District of Elkford Council who made this renovation possible and District staff, 
particularly Garity Stanley, Chris Hurley, and Darryl Hickman for their help and hard work.  
 

Thank you to the Columbia Basin Trust and the District of Elkford for donating open house draw items.  
 

We had some volunteers who were exceptionally dedicated that we would like to mention: 
Jeanette Fairbairn who helped with weeding, and moving books and furniture. 

Eriki Filipe who helped move books, boxes and furniture, and who put together our new shelves.  
Donôt relax yet, Eriki, there are more shelves coming. 

Bob and Shirley Spreadbury who helped take many heavy boxes to recycling.  
Robin Drijber, Fred Morley, Joanna Ayotte, Karen Smithies, Cory Takenaka and Scott Takenaka  

who helped with heavy lifting, box transferring, and shelf building. 
Nightcrawler who fixed our dolly. 

Marsh Bradcoe for fundraising for us when we couldnôt. 
Book weeders were Pat Ross-Nelson, Maggie Conibear, Jamie Fairbairn, Sarah Barclay, 

 Dana Barclay, Morgan Mudge, Miriam Schultz, and Peggy Lucas. 
 

Members of the ñBook Brigade:ò 
 

Thanks to Keith Regular for coordinating the Grad 2012 class to help with the book brigade. Weôd also like 
to thank the Kootenay Market staff, particularly the box boys, Scott Takenaka, Brian Standish and Braden 
Villemaire, who helped gather lots of boxes for us. Thanks to the Elkford Liquor Store staff for providing boxes 
as well. Thank you to George Woods and Cecilia Tucker for letting us store books at the mall.  
 

Weôve also been lucky to have three talented artists working on the wall murals for the childrenôs area, 
Rachael Bullock, Morgan Mudge and Tate Everett-Kenny. Thank you for sharing your amazing talent with us. 
 

Special thanks to the  Elkford Library Board: Jeanette Fairbairn, Chair; Karen Smithies, Vice Chair; 
Heather MacKenzie, Treasurer; Mandy McGregor, Trustee; and Pat Ross-Nelson, Trustee; for their support 
and patience during this long process. 
 

I would particularly like to thank Sandra Takenaka and Rosalie Atherton who put in many hours moving 
things around and around and around. Theyôve done an amazing amount of work without a single complaint 
over the bruises and bumps that came with it. Just as our energy was starting to flag, Denise Holtorf came in 
to help and got us moving again. Itôs been a real pleasure to work with all of you. 

 

And finally, thank you to our wonderful patrons, and the Focus advertisers and contributors for your 
patience and understanding during this time. 
 

My apologies to anyone that I may have missed.  
 

Diane Andrews, Library Director 
Pat Ross-Nelson, Trustee 

Erica Wray 
Jessalyn Parker 
Carissa Varney 
Samantha Ooms 
Peggy Lucas 
Jake Atherton 
Amanda Cruz 
Brandon Haugo 
Chiara MacPherson 
Morgan McLean 
Brenda Daku 
Jamie Fairbairn 

 Stephanie Alexander 
Tessa Alexander 
Karen Alexander 
Wendy Fowler 
Jeanette Fairbairn 
Cheryl Otting 
Eriki Filipe 
Kyle Sliworsky 
Ulrike Sliworsky 
Dana Barclay 
Sarah Barclay 
Cassandra Nixon 
Megan Nixon 
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AGNES CREEK TRADING 

Reno   Decks   Flooring 
Handyman Projects 

Call Jack  Cell: 425-5327  
865-7221 

Elk Valley Congregational Church 
As I sat down to begin this article I received a notification about an uncle passing away. We had known he 
was not well but it is still going to be hard for family and friends. As I went back in my memory about all the fun 
times we had with this uncle, I had a few tears, laughs and a giggle. For many summers while growing up, my 
sister and I spent some time with this family. I remember the times we helped out with farming activities, 
gardening and always having a few water fightsðgreat fun that didnôt cost anything.  
Memories are important, especially when they bring a smile to your face. Memories that are hurtful can be 

difficult and often cause us to become the people we donôt want to be. In fact, how often do you find yourself 
doing an action or saying words that were hurtful to you? You all of a sudden get this d®j¨ vu moment, òOh 
my, that sounded likeé, or that action was exactly likeé.ò The blank is filled in with the name of the individual 
who caused the hurt ages ago. Because we donôt know how to let go, we find ourselves in a difficult position, 
what do we do? 
We need to learn to let go of the hurt and because we are human we canôt do it alone. Take it to the Lord. 

Ask for ways in which to heal from the hurts that keep reoccurring. Jesus wants you to walk in victory and this 
only happens when we ask Him into our heart and ask Him to forgive us for all the wrong we have done. As 
we receive His grace and mercy we can then ask Him to forgive those who have hurt us and to help us walk in 
victory. He can and He will, but He doesnôt do it without you asking. Ask and you will be set free!  
Pastors Paul and Kay pray that all of you reading this article will be blessed by the Lord Jesus Christ this 

Christmas season. Remember HE is the Reason for the Season. 
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Kay  

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
The Elk Valley Critical Incident Response team will be holding a Group Intervention Course on February 18 
and 19, 2012.The course will be held at the Fernie High School. The cost is $150.00/person which includes a 
workbook, certificate, lunch and snacks.  
Registration is limited to 30 people. A $50.00 deposit that is not refundable must be in by January 16th, 

2012.  
Registration with deposit can be dropped off at the Womenôs Resource Centre at 1592-10th Ave, Fernie 

(phone 250-423-4687) or dropped off at K. Bottolfsonôs, 2021 Alder, Box 761, Elkford (phone 250- 865-2675).  
This course will begin equipping you with information that will help if you are dealing with people who are 

struggling with a traumatic situation. The Elk Valley Critical Incident Team also invites you to consider 
becoming a member of the Critical Incident Response Team.  

The Elkford ministerial will be holding the Community Christmas Service on December 11 @ 7pm at the 
Elkford Rec Centre Banquet Hall, followed by a time of fellowship. Everyone welcome. 
 

The Elk Valley Congregational Church invites you to the Christmas Eve service on December 24 @ 7pm. 
Address: 500 Alpine Way. Everyone is welcome to enjoy the scripture and carols as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus. 
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For all your investments and lending needs, 
 call your local Financial Services Officer 

 

Pierre Parizeau Benefit Jam 
 

The Elkford Steelworkers Union Hall was the site of a 
rocking evening on October 15th when the Elkford 
Food Bank held the annual Pierre Parizeau Benefit 
Jam. 
There is an amazing amount of talent in the valley 

and everyone had a great time eating, drinking and 
socializing. Each artist or band donated their time 
and talent. We would like to thank: Road Kill (John 
Ashbridge & Steve Fairbairn), Debbie MacRae, Bob 
MacRae, Bill Savenkoff, Sierra Shultz, Mike Kennedy 
and Leslie Pink, Mike Leduc, Rick Miller, Lynda 
Hansen, Lt. Dan, Shane Borthwick, Shane Fedorek, 
Jordan Wildeman, Mike Friesen, Mathew Yeske and 
various jammers. 
Door Prizes were donated by: Ackland Granger, 

Celebration Balloons, Cross Circuit, Chauncey Food 
Mart, East Kootenay Community Credit Union, 
Elkford Motor Inn, Elkford Public Library, Elkford 
Wine Steward, Falkins Insurance Group, Granger 
Welding, Kootenay Market, Kokanee Springs Golf 
Resort, Kuts ônô Kurls, Mountain Manna Water, 
McRaeôs Auto Electric Ltd., McNair Contracting Ltd.,  
Mountain Meadows Golf Club, Nightcrawler 4X4, 
Rocky Mountain Radiator Repairs Ltd., SMS 
Equipment Inc., Teck Coal Ltd., Tracey Clerihew, and 
the United Steelworkers Local 7884.  

 

Raffles: 
Hockey Tickets & Parking donated by Teck Coal Ltd.: 
Lennie Gostick 
Sets of tools: Chris Frank, Fred Riehl, Mike Dwyer 
Diamond Earings: Denise Bertrand  
Fred Riehl won the silent auctionða print donated by 
Diana Glenn. 
 

This function is our main fundraiser for the year 
and we thank all the volunteers who had a part in 
making it a success. It couldnôt have happened 
without all the hard work and dedication of everyone 
involved. We would also like to thank the Elkford 
Grad 2012 class for designated driving and clean up. 
Meryl Dyck 

Road Kill 

Sierra Schultz & Bob McRae 

Lt. Dan 
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Thank You 
The Elkford Early Childhood Development Committee would once again like to thank the Knights of 
Columbus for their generous donation. The donated funds will go towards programming and special events in 
our community for children ages 0 - 6 years of age. 

On October 13th,the Elkford Falkins Insurance office 
held a Muffins, Used Books and More sale. to 
fundraise for Two Falkins employees to travel to 
Nicaragua. 
In January 2012, Bobbi-Jo from the Kaslo office, 

and Richelle from Cranbrook will be travelling with 
the Bridges to Community program to spend 7 days 
building cinder block homes. 
We would like to thank everyone for helping us to 

raise $483.42. 

A summer day hike up the west face of Elkfordôs mountain peak above the ski hill revealed a surprise when 
we reached the summit. On the other side of the mountain a spring avalanche had swept down the valley 
uprooting trees and damaging everything in its path as it travelled over a kilometre down the slide area. As if 
a tornado and hurricane had touched down on the hillside, the aftermath of the avalanche is an indication of 
winter hazards especially in the mountain areas. 
For outdoor enthusiasts, with the winter season approaching, use caution near the mountain areas. 
Eriki Filipe 

Dan Gamache takes a picture of the spring avalanche that swept down 
the Elkford Mountain slide area 

Elkford Mountain Slide Area 

Avalanche Devastation at Elkfordôs Mountain Peak 

 

The Insurance Brokers Association of BC sponsored 
a contest during Fire Prevention Week.  Shawna 
Klein was selected in a random draw at Falkins 
Insurance Group - Elkford Office.  Shawna's prize 
was the Kidde Prize Package containing Smoke 
Alarm, Combo Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm 
and CO Level Alert. 

Karen Lewis, (Team Leader, Elkford Office), Shawna Klein, 

 Valerie Inman, Merle Dyck, Lori Osmachenko. 
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Registered Massage Therapy Available 

 

Over 300 runners from across BC, Alberta, and Montana, as well as Elkford, participated at the Fernie Half 
Marathon Race on Sunday October 2nd. 
After the fog cleared and the rain subsided, the 21 kilometer race got off to a good start for runners who 

came to run either solo or in the Three Persons Relay Teams. 
Although Elkford is a small community, over half a dozen local runners registered for the event, which 

gave the competitors a glimpse of trail running in the fall. It was an exciting day for runners to compete 
against the best in the region. 
For race results log on to www.winningtime.ca 
Eriki Filipe 

Runnersô Day in Fernie  

 

THANK YOU SMS for donating 
the material, equipment and time! 
Wapiti Ski Hill 

 
 

Santa��will be at Moonlight Madness 
December 8th, 2011 from 6 - 8 pm 
Please come out and support  

1st Elkford Scouts. 

 


